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March 16, 2020 
 
 
Dear Concord Academy Petoskey Families, 
 
Thank you for your understanding and patience during this unprecedented time.   On 
Thursday, March 12, Governor Whitmer ordered all K-12 schools to close to help slow or 
prevent the community spread of COVID-19. With the closure of schools in Michigan 
through Monday, April 6, 2020, we know that you have questions, and we will do our 
best to continue to keep you updated as we receive answers.  
 
Are all K-12 schools, public and private, in Michigan closed through 
Monday, April 6, 2020?  

• Yes, by order of Governor Gretchen Whitmer on March 12, 2020. 
 
Are students and staff allowed into the building during the closure?  

• No, access to non-essential staff or the public was closed at 11 pm on Friday, 
March 13, 2020. Administration may be in the building at times and janitorial 
staff will be continuing to clean and disinfect our buildings following 
recommendations from health officials. 

 
Are students required to continue their education online or at home with 
other resources?  

• No. However, we would like to encourage you to continue to engage your child 
with academic activities during the closure.  Our teachers will be providing 
optional activities for students. These will be available for pickup tomorrow, 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020, between the hours of 7:30 and 3:30. We are also 
encouraging students to read and engage in outdoor activities. 

 
Are there food services available for students during this closure?  

• Although we do not provide any food service we will be handing out Manna bags 
to our families in need on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, between the hours of 7:30 
and 3:30. Families are encouraged to contact Manna Food Pantry, 347-8852 or 
Brother Dan Food Pantry 347-7423. Families are encouraged to join the 
Facebook group Emmet County Helping Hands, a place for people to reach out 
for and/or offer assistance. 

 
 

 



 

 

Are Char-Em ISD services continuing during this time?  

• No, all Char-Em ISD school-related services are suspended until schools resume 
April 7, 2020. 

 
Are IEP meetings, conferences and/or other parent/guardian-school 
meetings going to still take place?  

• No, all of these meetings are canceled and may be rescheduled. You will be 
contacted by your student’s teacher(s) to reschedule. 

 
Are school events, theater productions or other school-sponsored club 
activities canceled?  

• Yes, everything is canceled, including any off-site events.   
 
Are students and staff going to be required to make up these closure days? 

• The Michigan Department of Education has not issued a decision on whether 
these days will be made up at the end of the scheduled school year.  As soon as a  
decision is announced, we will share it with families. Due to our scheduled spring 
break, the total days off for this mandated closure is equal to nine days.  

 
Are schools going to be shut down beyond spring break? 

• Right now, the plan is for schools to resume. However, the state of emergency 
goes through mid-April, the Michigan State Capitol is closed until May 1, so there 
is a real possibility school could remain closed for an additional few weeks. We 
will be working on plans for distance learning to the extent possible. 

 
We are in the midst of uncertain times, and we understand that the closure of the school 
is causing disruption, inconvenience, and an extra burden on families. Please know that 
we care deeply about our students, staff, and families. We are closely monitoring the 
situation and will continue to work with the Health Department, Michigan Department 
of Education, and the Governor's office to ensure the health and safety of our staff, 
students, families, and community.  As new information emerges, we will be sure to 
communicate any updates.  
 
 
We appreciate your patience during this time. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Kali L McNamara 
Executive Director 


